
W H O  I S  T H E  A N T I C H R I S T ? S H E E T  T W O  O F  T W O    ·    T H E  B L U E P R I N T  A N D  T H E  V E R D I C T

SEATED IN THE TEMPLE
Daniel supplies the blueprint, Paul names the man, and the Lutheran Confessions name the office. All three place the

enemy inside the household of God rather than outside it.

A  T I M E ,  T I M E S ,  A N D  H A L F  A  T I M E    ·    T H E  W H O L E  A G E  O F  T H E  C H U R C H    ·    D A N I E L  7 : 2 5 ;  1 2 : 7

III DA N I E L ' S  B LU E P R I N T:  T W O  L I T T L E  H O R N S Daniel 7 and 8 are not the same horn

D A N I E L  8    ·    T H E  T Y P E

Antiochus IV Epiphanes
A Seleucid king, 175–164 BC. One reign, one city, one people. He defiles the
temple, outlaws the Torah by force of arms, and dies: a rehearsal and a
warning.

D A N I E L  7    ·    T H E  A N T I T Y P E

The Little Horn
Rising from the fourth beast, this horn outlasts empires. It wars on the saints
for the whole age, and its weapon is the mouth: great words against the Most
High.

" TO  CHANGE  T IMES  AND  LAW"

"He will speak words against the Most High, and will wear down the holy ones of the
Most High, and will intend to change appointed times and Law."  Daniel 7:25

The claim is liturgical before it is military: reset the calendar of worship, revise the
Word, move the ground on which faith stands. The deadliest persecution takes nobody's
life; it changes the terms of salvation.

THE  VERDICT  IS  ALREADY  ENTERED

"The court will sit, and they will take away his dominion, to be
consumed and destroyed to the end."  Daniel 7:26

A season is granted, never a verdict. Scripture fixes the term of
the war before it narrates the war, which is why this vision was
given to a people already under occupation.

IV PA U L :  T H E  M A N  O F  L AW L E SS N E SS 2 Thessalonians 2:1–12

"...the one opposing and exalting himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he seats himself in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God."  2 Thessalonians 2:4

WHICH  TEMPLE?

Not a rebuilt house of stone in Jerusalem. Paul's
temple of God is the congregation itself.
1 Cor 3:16–17 Luther read it the same way: God's
temple names holy Christendom, not a pile of
stones. The threat is an insider, robed and
credentialed.

THE  RESTRA INER

Something holds him back, and the
Thessalonians already knew what. 2 Thess 2:6–7

The oldest reading names the Roman order.
While its law stood, lawlessness stayed a
mystery; Rome fell, and what had worked in the
dark began working in daylight.

HIS  END

He arrives with counterfeit signs and wonders,
permitted for a season. 2 Thess 2:9 His destruction
takes no army: the Lord Jesus kills him with the
breath of his mouth. The breath is the Word,
preached. 2 Thess 2:8

V T H E  LU T H E R A N  V E R D I C T:  A N  O F F I C E ,  N O T  A  M A N Smalcald Articles · Treatise · Apology

FOUR  MARKS  THE  CONFESS IONS  APPLY

1 He rules inside the Church, enthroned among Christians rather than
reigning as a pagan emperor outside. Tr 39; 2 Thess 2:4

2 He makes himself the door. Salvation is declared impossible apart from
his power and rules, which cancels justification by faith alone. SA II.iv.10–14

3 He forbids marriage. Enforced clerical celibacy is read against Daniel's
king, who disregards the desire of women. Ap XXIII; Dan 11:37

4 He honors a god of fortresses: gold and temporal power gathered by the
sale of rites God never commanded. Ap XXIV; Dan 11:38

"...the pope is the real Antichrist, who has raised himself over and set
himself against Christ, for the pope will not permit Christians to be saved
except by his own power, which amounts to nothing since it is neither
established nor commanded by God."
Smalcald Articles II.iv.10–11

papam esse ipsum verum antichristum

AN  OFF ICE

The charge falls on an office
claiming supreme authority over
the conscience, never on the soul
of a baptized man. Popes die; the
claim outlives them.

AND  ST I LL  THE  MANY

The spirit of antichrist works
wherever the incarnation is denied
and wherever works are stirred
into grace. Rome holds no
monopoly. 1 Jn 4:3

WHY SAY  I T  AT  ALL?
The article stands as a warning to the Church rather than an insult to a neighbor. Naming where the Gospel is obscured is how a
confession protects consciences, and the same test falls on every pulpit, this one included.

τῷ πνεύματι
τοῦ στόματος αὐτοῦ
W I T H  T H E  B R E AT H  O F  H I S  M O U T H    ·    2  T H E S S  2 : 8

The Church answers this enemy with no weapon of her own. She preaches, baptizes,
absolves, and communes, and no counterfeit survives the sound of the genuine article.
The Lamb who was slain has won already, the Ancient of Days has convened his court,
and the horn keeps only the season it was given.

A D U LT  B I B L E  S T U D Y    ·    S H E E T  2  O F  2 T R  =  T R E AT I S E  O N  T H E  P O W E R  A N D  P R I M A C Y  O F  T H E  P O P E    ·    S A  =  S M A L C A L D  A R T I C L E S    ·    A P  =  A P O L O G Y  O F  T H E  A U G S B U R G  C O N F E S S I O N

175–164 BC
Antiochus IV desecrates the

temple. The type appears. Dan 8

THE F IRST  ADVENT
The Word takes flesh; the last

hour begins. 1 Jn 2:18

F IFTH CENTURY AD
Rome collapses. The restrainer

is taken away. 2 Thess 2:6–7

THE CHURCH AGE
The mystery works in the open,

inside the temple of God.
2 Thess 2:4

THE PAROUSIA
Undone by the breath of his

mouth. 2 Thess 2:8


