
T H E  F I V E  S O L A S  ·  W E E K  4

Solus Christus,

NO OTHER NAME
"There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we

must be saved." A C T S  4 : 1 2

I T H E  P E R S O N :  W H Y  T H E  M E D I AT O R  M U S T  B E  B O T H

"One mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5). Mesitēs: the one who stands between.

GOD
H O LY  ·  J U S T

W R A T H  A G A I N S T  S I N

MAN
F A L L E N  ·  C O N D E M N E D

D E A D  I N  S I N

O N E  P E R S O N  ·  O N E  C H R I S T

T R U E  G O D
genitus

begotten of the Father from eternity

T R U E  M A N
natus

born of the Virgin Mary

"so inseparably united in one person that there is one Christ" (AC III)

I I T H E  W O R K :  T H E  J O Y O U S  E X C H A N G E

Commercium admirabile, der fröhliche Wechsel: on the cross the God-man took our place.

W H A T  W A S  O U R S

Sin
Death
Condemnation
Laid on Christ as the 'asham, the guilt
offering of Isaiah 53:10.

W H A T  W A S  H I S

Righteousness
Life
Freedom
Credited to the believer's account
(imputatio), not infused as a quality.

T H E  S I N N E R ' S  A C C O U N T  B E F O R E  G O D " T H E  E N T I R E  O B E D I E N C E  O F  C H R I S T ' S  E N T I R E  P E R S O N "  ·  F C  S D  I I I ,  § 5 4 – 6 3

E N T R Y C H R I S T ' S  W O R K E F F E C T  O N  T H E  A C C O U N T B A L A N C E

Opening balance None of our own Guilt before God's tribunal, a debt no creature can pay In debt

Passive obedience His suffering and death The penalty is paid and the wrath of God is propitiated Debt erased

Active obedience
The Law fulfilled, manger to
cross

A positive righteousness is deposited to the believer's
account Credit

Closing balance Declared righteous for Christ's sake alone Righteous

"I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my
Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person."

S M A L L  C A T E C H I S M ,  S E C O N D  A R T I C L E

The distance between "Christ is the Savior" and "Christ is my Savior" is the distance between assensus and fiducia.

Sola Scriptura
T E S T I F I E S  T O  C H R I S T

Sola Gratia
F O R  C H R I S T ' S  S A K E

Solus Christus
T H E  C E N T E R  T H AT  H O L D S

Sola Fide
L AY S  H O L D  O F  C H R I S T

Soli Deo Gloria
F O R  W H AT  C H R I S T  A L O N E  D I D

T H E  F I V E  S O L A S  ·  T H E  P I L L A R S  O F  T H E  R E F O R M A T I O N  ·  S O L I  D E O  G L O R I A

R E J E C T E D  ·  L E S S  T H A N  T R U E  G O D

A merely human death has finite value. It may
inspire, yet it cannot bear the sins of the world. This
Jesus can teach, yet he cannot save.

Arius
R E J E C T E D  ·  L E S S  T H A N  T R U E  M A N

A Christ who only seemed to have a body cannot
bleed, suffer or die in our place. The incarnation
becomes an illusion and the cross a puppet show.

Docetism

H E  TA K E S  W H AT  I S  O U R S

W E  R E C E I V E  W H AT  I S  H I S


