
T H E  F I V E  S O L A S  ·  W E E K  5  ·  R E F O R M A T I O N  S U N D A Y

Soli Deo Gloria,

NOT TO US
"Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your

faithfulness!" P S A L M  1 1 5 : 1

I G L O R Y  F L O W S  W H E R E  T R U S T  F L O W S

"The trust and faith of the heart alone make both God and an idol." (Large Catechism, First Commandment)

TO GOD ALONE
" M Y  G L O R Y  I  W I L L  N O T  G I V E  T O  A N O T H E R "  ·  I S A I A H  4 8 : 1 1

H U M A N  T R A D I T I O N
shares the glory of the Word

Sola Scriptura
G U A R D S  T H E  C O N T E N T  O F  T R U S T

H U M A N  M E R I T
shares the credit for salvation

Sola Gratia
G U A R D S  T H E  S O U R C E

H U M A N  W O R KS
share the instrument

Sola Fide
G U A R D S  T H E  I N S T R U M E N T

H U M A N  M E D I AT O R S
share the ground of confidence

Solus Christus
G U A R D S  T H E  O B J E C T

THE HEART
W H A T  I T  F E A R S ,  L O V E S  A N D  T R U S T S  A B O V E  A L L

C R O S S E D  O U T :  W H E R E  G L O R Y  L E A K S

if a seal is broken
B L U E :  T H E  F O U R  S E A L S

all four in place, glory rises to God

I I W H E R E  A L L  T H E O L O G Y  E N D S :  D O X O L O G Y

F R O M  H I M ,  T H R O U G H  H I M ,  T O  H I M
R O M A N S  1 1 : 3 6  ·  T H E  O R B I T  W I T H  N O  G A P

ex autou
S O U R C E

di' autou
M E A N S

eis auton
G O A L

ALL THINGS
ta panta

"Who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?" (v. 35). No one. Source,
means and goal are all God, so no step is left for human merit. Paul's argument
ends in song: "To him be glory forever. Amen."

E V E R Y  S T A G E  E N D S  I N  P R A I S E
R E V E L A T I O N  4 : 1 1  A N D  5 : 1 2  ·  E P H E S I A N S  1 : 3 – 1 4

T H E  C R E A T O R  O N  T H E  T H R O N E  ( 4 : 1 1 )

glory honor power

T H E  L A M B  W H O  W A S  S L A I N  ( 5 : 1 2 )

power wealth wisdom might honor glory blessing

G O L D :  A D D E D  T O  T H E  L A M B  T H R O U G H  H I S  S U F F E R I N G  A N D  D E AT H

E P H E S I A N S  1 : 3 – 1 4  ·  O N E  R E F R A I N ,  S U N G  T H R E E  T I M E S

the Father chooses the Son redeems the Spirit seals

E A C H  E N D S  " T O  T H E  P R A I S E  O F  H I S  G L O R Y "

The four new ascriptions were won on the cross, so Solus Christus and Soli Deo
Gloria cannot be separated. In 5:13 the article before each word (hē doxa) means all
of it: not some glory, but the whole of it. The elders fall down and worship.

S.D.G.
Bach wrote these initials at the close of his manuscripts. Paul wrote his at the close of Romans 11:
"To him be glory forever. Amen." Every redeemed life is meant to end the same way, "that we should
be to the praise of his glory" (Ephesians 1:12).

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  S . D . G . ?

A U T H O R I T Y

Sola Scriptura
W E E K  1

S O U R C E

Sola Gratia
W E E K  2

I N S T R U M E N T

Sola Fide
W E E K  3

G R O U N D

Solus Christus
W E E K  4

D E S T I N A T I O N

Soli Deo Gloria
W E E K  5  ·  R E F O R M AT I O N  S U N D AY

F I V E  F A C E T S  O F  A  S I N G L E  D I A M O N D  ·  T H E  L I G H T  T H R O U G H  A L L  O F  T H E M  I S  T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D
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